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Blticher was extravagant in his praise of Yorck
and his men. "Your Excellency has once more
shown," he wrote, "what clearness of mind com-
bined with decision can accomplish." He was
heard to remark that the heavens would fall were
Yorck, this pillar of support, to be removed. At
midnight he gave his directions for the following
day: Yorck's corps and Kleist's corps were to
pursue the enemy and outflank Marmont's right
wing.

This praise of Yorck was to be Blticher's last
burst of enthusiasm for many a long day. All
through the day's fighting he had struggled with
fever, and his eyes had become painfully swollen.
Save for the attack on Athies, for which only half
of the credit was his, his measures had shown
unwonted timidity and hesitation. He had an-
nounced a general attack but never gave the order
for it, being possessed all day by the fear that a
French column might appear from some unex-
pected quarter. He gave credence to a French
captive who placed Napoleon's numbers at a
much larger figure than was actually the case.
On the second day of Laon Bliicher was in such a
state of bodily and mental collapse that he could
scarcely sign his name.

Gneisenau was thrown into the most difficult
position by Bliicher's illness. Together they had
planned the campaign; but were Blucher to be
totally incapacitated, Langeron or Yorck, who
had been longer in the service than Gneisenau,